SKIN FINDINGS IN CHILD ABUSE
GOALS

1.  Understand the epidemiology of child physical abuse and risk factors for child physical abuse

2.  Learn the various skin findings seen in victims of abuse and skin findings that can be mistaken for abuse

3.  Learn the pathophysiology of a bruise and burns.

4.  Learn the various follow up studies the pediatrician should undertake if concerned about abuse or to rule out abuse.

5.  Learn when to contact children’s protective services and how.

OBJECTIVES

1.  Discuss the prevalence of child physical abuse and how that changes with age of the child

2.  Discuss the risk factors for child physical abuse with regard to child factors and family factors

3.  List various skin findings, patterned findings found in abuse and discuss the pathophysiology of a bruise/burn.

4.  Present various skin and medical conditions that can be mistaken for abuse.

5.  Describe follow up studies required in patients with skin findings concerned for abuse or non-abuse.

6.  Discuss the steps required to inform parents and children’s protective services if there is a concern for abuse.
7. Describe the process of reporting an abusive event to child protective services. 
INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGY

1. Lecture

2.  Powerpoint presentation with photographs.
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