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Question? Email agosti.y@gmail.com 



10 Tools to help you 
•  Risk assessment and BCG Atlas 
•  Testing recommendations 
•  TST interpretation chart 
•  Measuring TST results 
•  TB classifications 
•  TB history and physical 
•  Lab orders 
•  TB formulary 
•  PDPH consult form 
•  Treatment completion letter 



Tool 1 Risk Assessment 

If they DON’T 
have risk 
factors 
DON’T test 
them 



www.bcgatlas.org Unsure if 
TB is 
endemic 
where they 
come from? 
Check here! 

If they give 
BCG vaccine 
then TB is 
endemic 



Tool 2 Testing Recommendations 

If they DON’T 
have risk 
factors 
DON’T test 
them 



Tool 3 Measuring TST results 

Don’t use 15 
mm in your 
interpretation. 
If no risk 
factors – no 
TST! 

IGNORE the 
history of a 
BCG vaccine 
when 
interpreting 



           TB Exposure 
   Contact with active TB  
                BUT 
    status unclear 

           TB infection 
         (LTBI) 

    + TST 
     NO clinical or  

     radiographic findings 

           TB disease      clinical or radiographic 
     signs of disease 

Tool 4 TB Classifications 



Tool 5 TB Medical History 



Tool 6 Focused physical exam 

Neuro: Cranial nerve abnormalities 



Tool 7 Baseline Labs/Rads 

•  CXR – PA and lateral 
•  CBC with differentiation 
•  LFT’s : AST, ALT, AP and GGT 
•  Hep B panel : HBsAg, anti-HBs, anti-HBc 
•  Hep C Antibodies 
•  HIV 

Do all of 
these tests if 
+TST 



When to start treatment 

  TB Exposure 
   (-)TST/CXR 
   < 5 year old or 
   immune problem 

      TB infection 
   (LTBI) 

    (+) TST 
     but no clinical or  

     x-ray findings 

       TB disease 
 clinical or radiographic 
  signs of disease 

•  INH or Rifampin 
•  Refer to PDPH 
•  Retest TST in 2 mo 

•  INH or Rifampin 
•  Refer to PDPH if ≤ 5 yo 

•  RIPE 
•  ID consult 
•  HIV test 
•  Refer to PDPH 



What is “Bridge Therapy” ? 

  TB Exposure 
   (-)TST/CXR 
   < 5 year old or 
   immune problem 

Retest TST in 2 
months 

Treat  2 months 



Tool 8 TB Formulary 

. . . daily x 9 months 

. . . daily x 6 months if < 12 OR 
      daily x 4 months if ≥ 12 

Bridge Therapy and LTBI: 

If TB Disease add on these drugs and call ID: 

General rule: 

If American born use INH 

If patient or parents foreign 
born use Rifampin 



Tool 9 Philadelphia Department of 
Public Health TB consultation form 

Report if: 
•  Child under 5 
•  Anyone with TB disease 
•  Your patient was exposed 

to someone with TB 
disease 

Complete as much as 
possible, especially: 
•  age 
•  country of birth 
•  country of parents birth 
• TST 
•  CXR  
•  baseline labs 
•  comments or questions  



Tool 10 Completion of Treatment Form 

Make a copy 
for the 
patient’s file 
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