NECK MASSES
GOALS:

1. Be aware of the three major classifications of neck masses in children.

2. Appreciate the importance of the history and physical examination when evaluating a child with a neck mass.

3. Understand important embryologic details pertaining to formation of congenital neck masses.
4. Understand the importance of the anatomy of lymph nodes in the diagnosis of the infectious neck mass. 
5. Recognize “red flags” in the history and physical examination of neck masses suggesting malignancy 

6. Know the anatomical structural landmarks important in evaluating and describing neck masses.
7. Become familiar with the differential diagnosis of neck masses in children.

8. Understand the evaluation and management of children with neck masses. 

OBJECTIVES:

1. List the three major classifications of neck masses in children.

2. List the key historical questions to include when evaluating a child with neck masses.

3. List the key components of the physical examination of a child with neck masses. 
4. Discuss pertinent embryology pertaining to formation of congenital neck masses.
5. Discuss the anatomy of neck lymph nodes, list the structures they drain, and explain how this helps in the diagnosis of infectious neck masses. 
6. List “red flags” in the history and physical examination of neck masses suggesting malignancy.

7. List the anatomical components of the anterior and posterior triangles of the neck.

8. List and describe the common causes of neck masses in children. 
9. Discuss the evaluation of children with neck masses.

10. Discuss treatment options for the common causes of neck masses in children; include criteria for referral to a sub-specialist.

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGY:

1. Lecture.

2. Case discussions

3. Diagrams of anatomic structural landmarks, anatomy of neck lymph nodes, and embryologic development.
EVALUATION STRATEGY:

1. Post-test
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a. Etiology and manifestations of cervical lymphadenitis in children.
b. Evaluation of Neck Masses

c. Differential Diagnosis of Neck Masses
10/31/09
